CONGRESS SHUT DOWN 
B Y BRAZIL PRESIDENT 
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Costa e Silva Takes on 
Elxtraordinary Powers 

By GEORGE HAWRYLYSHYN 

RIO DE JANEIRO (AP) — 
President Artur da Costa e Sil- 
va, apparently bowing to mili- 
tary pressure, dealt himself 
extraordinary powers Friday 
night and ordered Congress 
closed indefinitely. 

The government said the ac- 
tion, which overrode Brazil’s 
22-month-old constitution, was 
necessary because of “revolu- 
tionary war” being waged by 
persons “unwilling to under- 
stand” the movement that 
brought Brazil’s military- 
backed regime to power in 1964. 

There were no reports of 
violence. 

Earlier Friday militiamen 
took up stations in Rio de Jane- 
iro and security forces muzzled 
the nation’s press amid reports 
that the government would close 
down a suddenly defiant Con- 
gress. 

PROPOSAL REJECTED 
The trouble stemmed from 
Congress’ rejection of a milita- 
ry-backed proposal to bring to 
trial Congressman Marcio Mor- 
eira Alves, accused of insulting 
the armed forces. 

After conferring with top 
civilian and military leaders 
while regular armed forces 
units were on alert, Costa e 
Silva took on the new powers 
under an “institutional act” 
signed by himself and his 
cabinet and similar to that 
used to govern the country 
after the ouster of leftist 
President Joao Gonlart in 
' 1964. 

The new powers included the 
ri^t to declare a state of siege 
without congressional ratifica- 
tion, to close down Congress and 
the state legislatures indefinite- 
ly and to strip any Brazilian of 
his political rights without the 
right of appeal. 

The new moves were an- 




nounced over a nationwide radio 
hookup. 

EFFECT^ AT ONCE 
The new powers were effective 
inimediately and indefinitely. 
The Constitution was to stay in 
effect but the emergency pow- 
ers were able to override most 
constitutional guarantees. 

Habeas corpus in national 
security cases was suspend- 
ed-meaning that writs grant- 
ed to militant student leaders 
and national opposition figures 
probably would be voided. 
Justice Minister Luiz Antonio 
Gama e Silva said in a radio 
speech that the institutional act 
was “an imperative need to de- 
fend the higher interests of the 
nation.” He said agitators and 
partisans of former regimes 
were threatening the ideals of 
the 1964 revolution. 

The president had been re- 
ported under intense armed 
forces pressure to adopt a tough 
position since congressional 
deputies rebuffed government 
demands in the Alves case . 
I Thursday. 

Alves, who seemed sure to 
come to trial now, was reported 
to be in Brasilia, the federal 
capital far inland. 



